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Bioterrorism Act 2002 

We are pleased to forward herewith a FODV of the letter from Hon. Rafidah 
Aziz the Minister of Internationai Trade and industrv of Malaysia to Hon. 
Ambassador Zoeil~ the USTR outlining Malavsia’s concel’ns on varfous 
aspects of the Bfoterrorism Act 2002 which can ham serious imulications 
on Malavsia’s food exports to the United States of America 

Malaysia understands the need for the Bioterrorism Act However, in 
deveioplng the regulations to implement the Acf QZJ our hone that the US 
Administration oartfcuiariv th& FDA and the Denarbnent of Health and 
(Human Services would address the specific areas of concern raised by 
Malaysia. 

The Embassy of M&~iayt&a is particularlv a~praciative. of the rem 
ooPoI%JnNv to D~biCiDSh! in the FDA discusSions wia b-inn embassies 
and stakeholders. We certainly look forward to future consultations and 
dtscussions with the FDA in flnaiizing the guidelines and regulations in 
implementing the Act 

Thank you. 
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1  w o u ld  l ike to  & a w  your  a tte n tio n  to  th e  B Io teno r l sn~  A ti 
s l gned  by  P res iden t B u a r h  In  J u n e  2 0 0 2 . I a tn  ~ o n & e ~ e d  ’ 
w ith  th e  u l e m e n ta tio n  o f th e  A ct th a t m a y  h a v e  ser ious  
& # k a tions  o n  N la laysfa %  fo o d  expo r ts to  th e  Ur l i ted 
S ta tes . 

2 . M a tays la%  conce rq  o n  rpec i flc sec tions  o f th e  Ac t 
Inc lude : 

L  & tJ&  3 0 3  - T h e  d u m ticm  a f d e te n tio n  o f i m p o m d  
g o o d s  shou ld  b e  as  shar t as  poss tb le  to  avq id  
add i ttona l  co&s  a n d  de layed  e n try o f p roduc ts in to  
th e  U S  marke t 

i9 . & + cti~ n  3 0 4  - T h e  d e b a r r e d  U S  fo o d  impor ters  sho tA  
b e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  M a lays ian ~ ~ o rte =  to  avo ld  
d e te n tio n  o f s h i p m e n ts. 
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4. IVlalsysSa understands the need for the BiObrrOrbm 
Act 2002. However, the Act should not impede trade 
betwem our two countries. ComIWat@d and j3xWivek 

’ strict inspectIon process would affbct the cawvoetfthr@n~ 
of Malay&m producb and may disqpane US tradem from 
ImpMing MalaysIan products. 

., I -- 5. I hdpe the United Sates would consider Ma,~ys$‘s 
concerns and ensum that the lmplemfwrtdion of the Ati 

tachiyg to lntwnatlona1 
bade and @J timer mat of dohg business b&men our’ 
hrv0 countries. I , 

10/22/2002 TUE 16:56 [TX/RX NO 65591 kilo05 


